
PREPARING 

YOUTH 
FOR THE 
FUTURE
The power of the youth is 
India’s biggest asset. By capitalizing 
on our human resources, we 
can unleash new capacities and 
lead India to a new global 
horizon. Our mission is to inspire, 
empower and connect youth 
with information and opportunities 
for a brighter future.

www.dlfoundation.org@DataLEADSFdn

Empowering lives with 
education and information

www.dlfoundation.org
https://twitter.com/dataleadsfdn%3Flang%3Den


Education and health 
are the two driving forces 
of any society. But often 
too many people don’t 

have access to timely and 
accurate information to 
make critical decisions 

that could bring a  
change in their lives for 
the better. We cannot 

solve the challenges of 
our time unless 

we empower people with 
timely information that 
is relevant to their lives. 
We are looking forward 
to building partnerships 

that bring together 
the best resources, 
skills, expertise and 

vision—to drive change.
—SYED NAZAKAT 

Founder, DataLEADS Foundation



OUR STORY 
For over six years, our team has been committed to tackling the greatest 

information challenges in India. 

DataLEADS Foundation is the initiative of 
DataLEADS, a digital media and information initiative which is aimed 
to help people understand and engage with the world around 
them. Our work has a wide spectrum, and includes capacity-building 
initiatives, fact-checking, skill development, research, data-driven 
reporting, and events with a special focus on building collaborations 
in education and public health. Central to our work is the belief that 
information must enrich people’s lives and advance societies.

We’re proud partners of Google with whom we run one of the world’s 
biggest fact-checking and online verification training program that 
has benefited more than 30,000 Indian media practitioners, media 
educators and students at 1100 media organizations and 700+ 
universities and colleges.  

Our work extends to different target groups, and adopts different 
models depending on the outcomes. In collaboration with UN 
Foundation, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (Germany), Rajiv Gandhi 
University of Health Sciences (India), The Star (Malaysia), The Daily Star 
(Bangladesh) and University of Hong Kong and Google News Initiative, 
we have conducted over 20 “boot camps” in India, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Hong Kong, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Cambodia, Maldives and 
Nepal among other countries. Boot camps are short, high-intensity 
workshops where we impart technical skills to journalists, data 
researchers, students and public health professionals. 

In March 2020, we launched a media and information literacy initiative 
in partnership with Internews and with support from Google.Org to 
develop a comprehensive news and information literacy program in 
India that has helped underserved communities, primarily in Tier 2 and 
3 cities and villages with poor literacy rates, in an effort to empower 
people to consume information critically. 

The training has benefited thousands of health workers, women’s 
self-help groups, differently abled community members, religious 
community leaders, rural teachers, grassroot reporters, environment 
and child rights’ activist, housewives, pensioners, anganwadi workers, 
NGO representatives, journalists, media educators, sex workers and 
local government representatives among others. 

We plan to leverage this existing vast network and collaborations to 
strengthen the e-Hub initiative.

OUR WORK HAS A WIDE SPECTRUM, AND 
INCLUDES CAPACITY-BUILDING INITIATIVES, 
FACT-CHECKING, SKILL DEVELOPMENT, RESEARCH, 
DATA-DRIVEN REPORTING, AND EVENTS WITH 
A SPECIAL FOCUS ON BUILDING COLLABORATIONS 
IN EDUCATION AND PUBLIC HEALTH. 

Hong Kong University 
(Asian Network of News & 
Information Educators)

Don Bosco University, 
Assam



Marginalization impacts 
growth, impedes access to opportunities, 
inhibits personal agency and ability to 
participate in a society. The education 
infrastructure in India is mostly 
concentrated in the urban areas which 
results in a disparity in accessing resources 
and opportunities. This unequal access 
translates into limiting the capacity of the 
rural youth and denying them space to 
learn and thrive. 

Recognising this DataLEADS Foundation 
envisions to build a strong network 
within communities on the margins 
at a district level to give  youth the 
resources to be equal participants in 
the opportunity pool. At the heart of 
DataLEADS Foundation is the belief 
that information is power and by 
giving people access to timely and 
accurate information we can empower 
communities and reshape societies. 

DataLEADS Foundation believes in the
principles of social inclusion and aims to
work for creating opportunities for the 
less privileged people. We are looking 
forward to building partnerships that 
bring together the best resources, skills, 
expertise and vision—to drive change. 

Our first initiative to this effect is to 
establish empowerment hubs which 
will be all inclusive resource centers. 
These centers called e-Hubs will provide 
the students information and resources 
related to education and health. These 
centres will develop training, educational 
courses and skill development  
programmes keeping in mind the 
specific requirements and needs of 
youth and students in different districts. 
An integral role of e-Hubs is to create 
impact, not only on the students and 
youth but also the communities around 
the students.  The e- Hubs intend to offer 
career mentoring and career counselling 
through tailored modules aimed at 
catering to the age specific needs of 
students across spans of grade 10th, 
12th and graduate students. With an 
unrelenting focus on quality information 
and technological intervention for 
learning, we are uniquely positioned 
to cultivate and mature a new 
initiative for youth. 



Information Platform
Training For Teachers 

Career Counselling  
Youth Mentoring Programs  

Higher Education Fellowships
Village Libraries and Resource Centres  

Health Information Centres 
Youth Phycological Support

We propose to establish 718 e-Hubs, one in each district across India over a 
span of the next five years. The goal is to involve people from within the community to foster 

community growth and help the community have equal access to resources and grow.

Each e-Hub will have the following key components:



We plan to provide students with means 
of accessing information beyond the 
scope of the career counselling in order 
to help them to explore the opportunities 
available in different fields. These 
resource centres will comprise tip-
sheets, reading rooms, open space for 
holding workshops, film screenings and 
educational discussions.

We will also set up a dedicated 
library in villages to make sure no child 
goes without a book. The e-Hub cards 

will be issued for free to local residents, 
students, youth and teachers, who 

can access the library.  

The e-Hubs will organise programmes 
with special focus on girls and young 
women. Such programmes will sensitise 
people towards issues of gender justice 
and create a just society. It will help girl 
students realise their potential and train 
them to be leaders of change. 

We plan to train 20-50 teachers in 
each district. The teachers will be 
provided necessary training, resources 
and skill sets required to carry out 
career counselling and mentorship 
programmes for students and youth in 
their respective districts.

In each district we will provide timely 
information about fellowships to students. 
At e-Hub, we also plan to offer fellowships 
to local students selected on the basis of 
merit and financial need. Through e-Hubs 
we also plan to receive donations from 
people and organisations that are willing 
to sponsor education of students. 

The e-Hubs will provide health and 
psychological counselling to local youth 

and students including primary healthcare 
counselling and wellness information.

The e-Hubs will offer career counselling 
for students through tailor made courses 
that will cater to the age-specific needs 
of students across grades—10th, 12th 

and graduate students. The e-Hubs will 
help the local youth identify factors 

influencing their career development 
and help them assess their interests, 

abilities, and values. 

TRAINING 
FOR TEACHERS

HIGHER 
EDUCATION 

FELLOWSHIPS

HEALTH AND 
MENTAL HEALTH 
COUNSELLING

CAREER 
COUNSELLING

VILLAGE 
LIBRARY

KNOWLEDGE 
RESOURCES

GENDER 
SENSITISING 

PROGRAMMES

KEY ELEMENTS OF E-HUB 
As we are dealing with COVID-19 crises, it is critical to have robust 

learning systems and mentoring support available –particularly for those youth 
in rural areas– in fostering resilient societies.



India has the largest cohort 
of young people with over 
600 million people or half its 

population under the age of 25 
years. The future of the country 
depends on the progress of her 
youth, who will pass the torch of 
enlightenment and education to 
future generations. It is our collective 
responsibility to ensure that the 
youth has access to resources, 
institutions and more significantly, 
mentorship that will enable them to 
channelize their skills and talent to 
lead as changemakers, innovators 
and torch-bearers. 

Technological developments 
over the past two decades have led 
to an unprecedented increase in 
information and resources that were 
traditionally unavailable to those 
from disadvantaged socio-economic 
backgrounds. However, barriers 
to technology are still pervasive in 
rural areas where poorer access to 
markets, information and technical 
knowhow continue to exclude 
many people from the benefits 
of technology and information 
available to others. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has had 
a severe impact on education as 
educational institutions closed their 
premises and countries shut their 
borders in response to lockdown 
measures. This crisis exposed the 
many inadequacies and inequities in 
the education system – from access 
to computers to internet needed for 
online education, and the supportive 
environments needed to focus on 
learning, up to the misalignment 
between resources and needs.  
This pandemic however has only 
accentuated the inequalities that 
already existed in the system and 
these will not magically end once 
the pandemic is over. 

Through instituting these 
e-Hubs we plan to address these 
inadequacies and create a space 
for youth where they can find 
opportunities and chances 
to envision an exciting and 
enriching future.

JHUNJHUNU

DRIVING YOUTH IN THE DIRECTION OF 
CHANGE THROUGH THE IMPETUS, WE CALL, E-HUB

Empowering lives with 
education and information

e Hub

Planned e-hubs of 
DataLEADS Foundation

INFORMATION

HEALTH
EDUCATIONTHROUGH 

INSTITUTING THESE 
E-HUBS WE PLAN 
TO ADDRESS THESE 
INADEQUACIES AND 
CREATE A SPACE 
FOR YOUTH WHERE 
THEY CAN FIND 
OPPORTUNITIES AND 
CHANCES TO ENVISION 
AN EXCITING AND 
ENRICHING FUTURE.



The e-Hub was launched on 4 February, 2021 and it was the first step towards the goal of establishing a dedicated 
platform for local youth and students to explore new opportunities. The people from across the district participated 
in the inauguration event. The effort was lauded by not only the people but by local community leaders, 

government officials, Parliamentary members and police officers as well. They have also extended their support for the 
e-Hub project. Each e-Hub will work on a four-phase approach to explore, set a direction, build local collaborations and 
deliver services to empower local youth and communities. 

E-HUB JHUNJHUNU 
Our mission begins at home, from a small village in Jhunjhunu, a district in the state 

of Rajasthan, where we’ve established our first e-Hub. 

PHASE-1

DISCOVER 
Need assessment, 

Understand. 
Ideate. Set goals. 

Identify interventions, 
activities  

PHASE-3

COLLABORATE 
Stakeholder 

mapping. Identify 
local partners. Build 

collaboration 

PHASE-4

DELIVER 
Work plan. 

Delivery of the 
programs and 

resources. Impact 
assessment 

PHASE-2

DESIGN 
Identify design district 

specific counselling 
and programs. 

Lock-in design decisions. 
Create plans.



MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL 
ADVISORY COUNCIL OF E-HUB INITIATIVE

Members of the Board will provide expert advice, mentorship support and help 
develop the e-Hub initiative to empower youth across India.

DR. S.Y. QURAISHI
Former Chief Election 
Commissioner of India 

RATISH NANDA
Conservation Architect & CEO

Aga Khan Trust for Culture - India

HIMANSHI MATTA
Regional Manager  

Communication SARO 
International Planned Parenthood 

Federation (IPPF)

RAGHU MARWAH
Managing Partner, 

RNM Capital Advisors

PROF. SIDDIQ WAHID
Former Vice Chancellor-IUST, 

Kashmir 

AVIJIT DUTT
Filmmaker, actor, theater director 

DR. ALTAF LAL
Senior Advisor for Global Health 

and Innovation, Sun Pharma 

NISHA BHAMBHANI
Supreme Court Lawyer

FARHAT MANTOO
Director General (India/South Asia) 

Médecins Sans Frontières 

DR. GAGANDEEP KANG
Noted Scientist & Professor, 

CMC, Vellore

SWATI CHOPRA
Executive Editor, HarperCollins

e Hub
Empowering lives with 
education and information



We believe that teachers are the carriers of change and hold an immense influence on student’s lives, hence, 
we selected a first cohort of teachers and councillors with a certified Teacher’s training workshop to enable 
them to better empower youth with timely information and education. Our program lead Dr Sangita 

Choudhary visited 30 institutes (16 schools & 14 colleges) in Jhunjhunu district for training engagement with teachers. 
The first ToT workshop was conducted on April 10, 2021.

OUR FIRST COHORT OF TRAINERS

Dr. Bhupendra  

Singh Rathore
Associate Professor (Physics)

Ramratti
Lecturer (English)

Anita 
Nangalia
School Teacher

Ujjwala 
Kansal
TGT (Science)

Dr. Santosh 
Tandi
Associate Professor 
(Education)

Beena
School Teacher

Shashi
Academic Incharge

Yogendra 
Kumar
IIT Kanpur Alumni 

Dr. Vivek 
Kumar Jain
Assistant Professor (Physics)

Naveen 
Kumar 

Assistant Professor (Maths)

Brijnandan 
Yadav
School Teacher

Chandni 
Kumari
Lecturer (Commerce)

Ravindra 
Kumar Sharma 
Assistant Professor (Physics)

Dr. Satyendra 
Singh
College Principal

Sunita 
Kumari Bijarniya
Junior Assistant 
(Education Dept.)

Surendra 
Kumar
TGT (Computer Applications)



We’re facing an unprecedented health emergency with surging second wave of COVID-19. The online Doctor 
consultation initiative is a free and confidential service of DataLEADS foundation to help Covid-19 patients 
and their families to seek medical advice and treatment. Our team of doctors is providing health advice and 

information to patients across India including to people.

DOCTOR ON CALL
An initiative to save lives and help families in this unprecedented health crisis

Dr. Pulak
Parag
MBBS, M Ch.
COVID Consultation

Dr. Sanjeeb
Kumar Mishra
MBBS, MD Community 
Medicine, DCMH
COVID Consultation

Dr. Suvaji
Nath
MBBS
COVID Consultation

Dr. Nirosha
MBBS
COVID Consultation

Dr. Sabba 
Mehmood
MBBS, DHFM, GHHM 
COVID Consultation

Dr. Maulik
Patil 
MBBS, DNB Medicine  
COVID Consultation

Dr. Ayan
Wani
MBBS
COVID Consultation

Dr. Shalu   
Abraham 
MD Psychiatry
Mental Health Guidance

Dr. Manzoor 
MBBS, MS, DNB UROLOGY
COVID Consultation

Dr Sanjeev
Kumar
MD (Community Medicine)
COVID Consultation

Dr. Sanchari  
Mukhopadhyay 
MBBS, MD Psychiatry
Mental Health Guidance

Dr. Subiya
Kaneez
MD Radiation Oncology
COVID Consultation
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At each-E-Hub, we plan to collaborate with local community radio stations to empower youth with timely 
information. Over the years we’ve built a collaboration with over 60 radio stations for information literacy and 
critical thinking related programs. We’ll leverage this existing vast network of communication radio stations who 

reach remotes parts of the country and broadcast programs in more than 15 languages and dialects.

EMPOWERING LOCAL COMMUNITIES WITH 
THE HELP OF COMMUNITY RADIO 

Community Radio stations fulfil an important role as a source 
of information to local communities 

l Radio Life 
l Kisan Vani Sironj 
l Radio Time 
l Radio Dastak 90.8 FM 
l Chanderi Ki Awaaz 90.4CR

MADHYA PRADESH

l Vayalaga Vanoli 90.4MHz 
l AGN School Community Radio Station 
l Kalanjiam Samuga Vanoli 90.8 MHz 
l Kadal Osai CR 90.4 
l Mugil CRS 
l Rathinavani 90.8 Community Radio
l  Shyamalavani 90.4 Mhz Community 

Radio Station

TAMIL NADU

l Gunjan Radio 91.2 FM

l Kisan Radio 90.4 FM 
l Aap Ki Awaz 90.8 FM 
l Loudspeaker 90 FM 
l Waqt Ki Awaaz 91.2 FM 
l Voice of Azamgarh 
Community Radio FM 90.8 MHz 

HIMACHAL PRADESH

UTTAR PRADESH

l Radio Chitkara
PUNJAB

l Hamar Radio
CHHATTISGARH

l Radio Khanchi 90.4 FM

l Radio Salesian 90.8 FM 

JHARKHAND

WEST BENGAL

l FM Green 
l Radio Active 90.4FM Bhagalpur 

BIHAR

l Brahmaputra 
Community Radio 
Station (BCRS)

ASSAM

l Namma Dhwani 
l Nammur Banuli CRS 90.8 
l Sarathi Jhalak

KARNATAKA

l Guruvani Radio 90.8 FM 
l Radio Nazariya 107.8FM 
l Rudi no Radio

GUJARAT

3

1
2

5

l  Community 
Radio Benziger

l Radio Mattoli
l  Radio DC 90.4 

Community Radio
l Janvani 90.8 FM 

KERALA

7

3

1
1

l Radio Banasthali
l Chetna Community Radio 
l Vagad Radio 98.8 FM
l Radio Madhuban 90.4 FM
l Kamalvani CRS 90.4 FM
l Tilonia community Radio

RAJASTHAN

l Radio Vishwas 90.8 FM 
l Sharada Krishi Vahini 
l Vatsagulm Radio CRS 
l Yeralavani 
l  Manndeshi Tarang 

Vahini 90.4 FM
l Radio Bhumi 90.4 FM 
l Green Radio 90.4 
l Vasundhara Vahini
l  Swaranant Community 

Radio Station 
l Vidyavani CR

l Radio Puneri Awaz 

MAHARASHTRA

11

11

l Mandakini Ki Aawaz 90.8 FM 
l Kumaon Vani Community Radio Station

2

5

l Apna Radio 91.2 FM
l Radio Aravali 
l Sanjha Radio

HARYANA

l Radio Vishnu 90.4 CR 
l Radio ala 90.8

ANDHRA PRADESH

l Radio Hirakhand 90.8 FM 
l Radio Muskan 
l Radio Sanskar 
l Soa Community Radio 

ODISHA

3

6

4

1 4

2

*Disclaimer: This map is a generalized illustration only, and is not intended to be used for reference purposes.

UTTARAKHAND



Timely and accurate information environment enables everyone to make better-informed decisions, bridge 
divides, participate more fully in their communities and hold power to account. The launch of E-Hub in 
Jhunjhunu was widely covered by media and this initiative was seen as a unique intervention to empower local 

youth and students. Some news articles from media outlets writing about e-Hub projects.

MEDIA COVERAGE

RAJASTHAN PATRIKAJHUNJHUNU BHASKAR

JHUNJHUNU AAS PAAS

HINDUSTAN EXPRESS

NAVJYOTI, NAWALGARH



WHAT OUR PARTICIPANTS, COUNCILLORS 
AND TRAINERS SAY ABOUT E-HUB 

I congratulate and 
extend my wishes 
for the success 
of e-Hub of DataLEADS 
Foundation in the 
much needed efforts 
taken by them in 
training teachers 
and guiding 
students of the 
Shekhawati region.”

Water creates its own 
path but without getting 
a unique direction, it 
breaks into small rivers 
and never reaches the 
bank of Ocean. Same 
applies in students’ 
life — here water is 
like a talent and unique 
direction is the career 
guidance which is 
provided by DataLEADS 
Foundation’s e-Hub 
Jhunjhunu.”

Train-the-trainers (ToT) 
approach has been an 
evidence-based and 
effective way to provide 
public health services. 
Concurring with the World 
Health Organization’s 
(WHO) remark, “No Health 
Without Mental Health”, 
the understanding and 
awareness of mental 
wellbeing are of utmost 
importance for a healthy 
society and prevention 
of psychiatric problems.”

Career and 
Wellness counselling 
is the need of the 
hour. The e-Hub of 
DataLEADS Foundation 
is doing wonders in 
preparing, planning 
and polishing the 
skills of students as 
well as the teachers 
in rural area.”

DataLEADS Foundation’s 
e-Hub is the right 
attempt to provide a fair 
opportunity and path for 
the meaningfulness of 
youth’s inner ability. It is a 
platform for young people 
where they will connect 
their ability to constructive 
results by understanding 
the difference between 
the path of disorientation 
and success.”

PROFESSOR DR 
BHAGIRATH SINGH
Vice Chancellor, Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyaya 
Shekhawati University, Sikar

YOGENDRA KUMAR 
Mentor, e-Hub Jhunjhunu
IIT Kanpur Alumni

DR. DEBANJAN BANERJEE 
D.M. Geriatric Psychiatry 
Senior Resident, NIMHANS

JAYDEB KAR
CBSE, NCERT & Monodarpan 
Helpline Counsellor;
Principal, Dalmia Vidya Mandir, 
Jhunjhunu 

Timely, crisp and concise 
information to the youth 
empower them to pick and 
choose and then break 
hours to achieve what they 
have set their mind on. A 
well informed youth is an 
asset to the nation and 
strongest pillar in nation 
building. DataLEADS 
foundation is strengthening 
the base of this pillar by 
filtering the Farrago of 
instant information.”

SQUADRON LEADER 
VIPIN CHOUDHARY
Indian Air Force

DR. D. P. SINGH
Founder & Secretary, 
Kamalnishtha Sansthan
Founder & Secretary General, 
FCRS, New Delhi

DataLEADS Foundation’s 
e-Hub initiative is a 
blessing for the students 
especially those residing in 
our rural areas. Being in a 
village, we don’t receive the 
facilities & guidance that 
a city student receives due 
to which we lag behind in 
spite of having potential. 
The e-Hub Jhunjhunu is a 
ray of hope for our youth to 
be equal participants in the 
opportunity pool.”

DataLeads Foundation’s 
E-Hub initiative is the 
need of the hour. As 
our dependence on the 
internet and technology 
increases we are more 
at risk. The risk is not 
only from the hackers 
and misinformation that 
is floating around but 
also from the abundance 
of information that is 
available on everything.”

PANKAJ DOOT
M.Sc Geography
Village-Kolsiya, Jhunjhunu

SHWETA BHANDRAL
Career Counsellor, 
The Future Skills company



India’s 
youth, our 

future, 
need your 
support



e Hub
HEAD OFFICE

DataLEADS Foundation
107, Pocket-2, Jasola Vihar, New Delhi-110025

Phone: +011- 41600355 
www.dlfoundation.org

JHUNJHUN DISTRICT OFFICE
Radio Kamalvani Campus, Village Post - Kolsiya,

Tehsil - Nawalgarh, District -
Jhunjhunu (Rajasthan) PIN - 333042

www.dlfoundation.org



